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February Traffic Focus of 

the Month 
TC Sec. 545.062 Following Distance 

 

El Paso, Texas - The El Paso Police Department has announced that the traffic focus 

for February 2023 will be following distance. The Traffic Unit and Safe Communities 

of the Special Services Division have issued the request. Below is the Traffic Code 

Statute.   

(a) An operator shall, if following another vehicle, maintain an assured clear distance between the two 

vehicles so that, considering the speed of the vehicles, traffic, and the conditions of the highway, the 

operator can safely stop without colliding with the preceding vehicle or veering into another vehicle, 

object, or person on or near the highway. 

(b) An operator of a truck or of a motor vehicle drawing another vehicle who is on a roadway outside a 

business or residential district and who is following another truck or motor vehicle drawing another 

vehicle shall, if conditions permit, leave sufficient space between the vehicles so that a vehicle passing 

the operator can safely enter and occupy the space. This subsection does not prohibit a truck or a motor 

vehicle drawing another vehicle from passing another vehicle. 

c) An operator on a roadway outside a business or residential district driving in a caravan of other vehicles 

or a motorcade shall allow sufficient space between the operator and the vehicle preceding the operator 

so that another vehicle can safely enter and occupy the space. This subsection does not apply to a funeral 

procession. 

(d) An operator of a vehicle equipped with a connected braking system that is following another vehicle 

equipped with that system may be assisted by the system to maintain an assured clear distance or 
sufficient space as required by this section. In this subsection, "connected braking system" means a system 

by which the braking of one vehicle is electronically coordinated with the braking system of a following 

vehicle. 

 

  


