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City of El Paso, UTEP Strengthen Partnership to Drive Advanced
Manufacturing and Aerospace Innovation, Expanding High-Quality Jobs

EL PASO, Texas (Oct. 14, 2025) — The EIl Paso City Council approved a resolution authorizing
the Mayor to sign an Interlocal Agreement with The University of Texas at El Paso to jointly
advance the region’s aerospace and defense manufacturing capabilities as part of the U.S.
Economic Development Administration’s Build Back Better Regional Challenge (BBBRC).

The action positions the City and UTEP as co-applicants in the federally funded initiative and
allows them to jointly implement the BBBRC Award’s scope of work and administer $10 million
in federal program funds.

“This is a major step toward shaping El Paso’s future as a hub for advanced manufacturing and
aerospace innovation,” said Mayor Renard U. Johnson. “By investing in our workforce and
strengthening local supply chains, we're opening doors to high-quality jobs, helping our small
and medium-sized manufacturers grow, and positioning El Paso as a key player in industries
that will define the next generation of economic opportunity.”

“We have been working closely with the City on this project since 2023. This change deepens
our partnership so that we leverage our strengths for the long term — even after this grant is
complete. UTEP’s cutting-edge advanced manufacturing know how and aerospace research will
continue to advance discovery, spin out companies and educate students — all of which are
important for economic impact,” said UTEP President Heather Wilson. “The City of El Paso will
focus on working with companies and providing technical assistance as they develop. We are
grateful to be leading this effort with El Paso.”

The agreement builds on significant federal investment and a highly competitive national award
that set the foundation for El Paso’s advanced manufacturing strategy.

In 2023, El Paso’s West Texas Aerospace and Defense Manufacturing Coalition, led by the City
and UTEP, secured a $40 million award to strengthen aerospace and defense manufacturing
and better integrate local small and medium-sized manufacturers into national supply chains.

As part of this award, the City received $25 million to establish the Advanced Manufacturing
District at the El Paso International Airport, creating space for aerospace and defense
companies, suppliers and support services. UTEP received $15 million to provide programming,
supplier readiness and technical assistance to help local manufacturers compete for advanced
industry contracts.

The City and UTEP will now move forward with program administration and oversight required
by the BBBRC grant to strengthen regional manufacturing networks and deliver measurable
economic outcomes for El Paso.

For more information about the City’s Economic & International Development, visit EIPasoEID.com.
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About The University of Texas at El Paso

The University of Texas at El Paso is America’s leading Hispanic-serving university. Located at the
westernmost tip of Texas, where three states and two countries converge along the Rio Grande, 84% of
our 26,000 students are Hispanic, and more than half are the first in their families to go to college. UTEP
offers 171 bachelor’s, master’s and doctoral degree programs at the only open-access, top-tier research
university in America.

About the City of El Paso

The City of El Paso is the largest metro area along the Texas-Mexico border which boasts a best-in-
class, business-friendly operating environment while also offering a great living experience. Our region
represents one of the largest manufacturing centers in North America and is recognized as globally
competitive. This is largely due to El Paso's unique quality of possessing the largest bilingual and bi-
cultural workforce in the Western Hemisphere. Our area creates an intersection of possibilities for
economic development. As the sixth-largest city in Texas, El Paso is a top 20% U.S. performing economy
and continues to experience positive economic growth by attracting new businesses and helping existing
companies to grow. The City of El Paso is a reflective and future-focused organization that aims to create
new employment opportunities in 21st-century industries, maintain a great quality of life, and facilitate
business growth at the local and international levels.
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