
C I T Y  R E C Y C L I N G  C H A L L E N G E

An Amazing Infinitely Recyclable Metal
■  Aluminum is 100% recyclable
■  Aluminum can be used over and over and over again
■  Aluminum recycling is energy-conserving
■  Aluminum is recycled quickly – recyclable aluminum cans  
   are recycled and back on store shelves in as few as 60 days

N E A R L Y  $ 1  B I L L I O N  D O L L A R S  P A I D   
F O R  R E C Y C L A B L E  A L U M I N U M  A N N U A L L Y

Novelis is the largest aluminum can recycler in the world.   
The company recycled over 30 billion cans, over 30% of all cans 
recycled in the world in 2004. 

W O R L D W I D E   
R E CYC L I N G  R AT E S
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Social, Economic and  
Environmental Benefits of Recycling Aluminum

S A V E S  E N E R GY
It takes 95% less energy to recycle aluminum than create it from 
raw materials.

C O N S E R V E S  N ATU R A L  R E S O U R C E S
Recycling aluminum helps conserve and preserve natural resourc-
es, such as bauxite and water. 

M O R E  T H A N  P AY S  F O R  I T S E L F
Aluminum is the only packaging material that more than covers 
the cost of collection and re-processing for itself and subsidizes 
other containers.

TH I N K  O F  I T  T H I S  W AY
In 2004, worldwide, the energy equivalent of over 30 million  
barrels of crude oil was conserved through the recycling of  
aluminum beverage cans.

Recycling one aluminum beverage can saves enough  
electricity to power a TV for three hours, or a 100-watt  
lightbulb for four hours.

www.novelis.com

Aluminum Recycling Facts

       Beverage Cans Recycled

89%         9 bn
81%                    27 bn
54%                              60 bn
48%                             11 bn

Sponsored by The United States Conference of Mayors  
and Novelis Corporation.

In partnership with Keep America Beautiful, Inc.


