
Strategies for Preservation of 
Different Types of Open Space



Arroyos – Private Ownership –
in undeveloped area

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Outright donation to city -ordinance
• Donation for required parkland
• Donation for over and above required parkland
• Incentive – donation in lieu of park fees accrues 

to future developers
• Acquisition at raw land purchase price
• Acquisition at market value
• Acquisition at below market value, remainder of 

value accrued as potential tax savings
• Greater building credits to ultimate developers
• Credit to ultimate developers of city fees



Arroyos – Private Ownership –
in developed area (i.e. in an 

existing neighborhood)

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Acquisition through raw land purchase
• Acquisition at market value

• Acquisition at below market value, remainder of 
value accrued as potential tax savings

• Private acquisition

• Acquisition by adjacent landowners with 
conservation easement

• Acquisition of conservation easement only



Arroyos – PSB Ownership – in 
undeveloped area

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Required donation for drainage
• Required donation for parkland

• Incentive – donation in lieu of park fees
• Acquisition through raw land purchase

• Acquisition at market value
• Acquisition at below market value, remainder of 

value accrued as potential tax savings

• Greater building incentives
• Waiver of city fees if over a certain size



Open Space – PSB Ownership 
for Water Storage 

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Permanent non-development stipulation
• Waiver for future infrastructure development if 

needed
• Open space restoration

• Community access if appropriate and if security 
allows



Arroyos – City owned for 
Drainage

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Permanent non-development stipulation
• Waiver for additional infrastructure if appropriate

• Restoration of native landscape
• Public access if safety is ensured

• Infrastructure to close access if needed in storm 
events



Existing Ponds – City owned for 
Drainage

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Restoration of native landscape

• Public access if safety is ensured
• Infrastructure to close access if needed in storm 

events
• Where appropriate, removal of walls and 

reconfiguration back into adjacent parks

• Combine with parks if able to, even if this means 
more of the park now serves as drainage?



New Ponds – By development 
for drainage

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Re-write of drainage pond requirements
• Ponds to have less side slope and be combined 

with parks
• Must reestablish native landscape as part of 

pond development

• Public access if safety is ensured
• Infrastructure to close access if needed in storm 

events

• No high walls – use low fence instead



Open Desert (Greenbelt 
Corridors)

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Extra wide width, over and above what is 
required for parks

• Combine node parks and detention into this 
corridor

• Width may exceed 300 to 500 feet, but may vary
• Could also combine overhead power corridors

• Require preservation of natural landscape, or 
reestablishment

• Purchase of additional width?

• Donation in lieu of fees or for additional 
development rights?



Bajadas – Private Ownership –
in undeveloped area

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Allow mountain development standards to guide 
development?

• Strengthen mountain development standards?

• Purchase portions of lands at market price?
• Purchase portions of property at below market 

price as partial donation?

• Purchase view corridors only?



Drainage Channels – Existing 
with area for access

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Convert to linear parks

• Provide fencing to promote safety near water?
• Provide access control devices for periods of 

inundation
• Partial reestablishment of vegetation
• Maintain access corridors for maintenance



Drainage Channels – Existing 
with no area for access

• Partial reestablishment of vegetation
• Maintain access corridors for maintenance



Irrigation Canals – Existing with 
area for access

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Inter-local agreement for access by public – may 
require taking over maintenance

• Placement of irrigation underground – through 
state/federal funding

• Convert to linear parks
• Assume liability that goes with public access

• Provide fencing to promote safety near water?
• Partial reestablishment of vegetation

• Maintain access corridors for maintenance



Farmlands or Properties with 
significant vegetation – Private 
Ownership – in developed area

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Protect through conservation easement?

• Outright acquisition with former owner right of 
use?

• Acquisition of vegetated areas only, with owner 
continued use of these areas



Linear Corridors – Private 
Ownership – in developed 

areas

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Often have property backing up to them

• Must be sensitive to adjacent property owner 
concerns

• If not very open and permeable, may not be good 
choices for linkage corridors

• Alternative may be to enhance area boulevard

• Requires agreement with corridor owner, usually 
utility entity



Linear Corridors – Private 
Ownership – in undeveloped 

areas

First OSAG meeting – Wednesday, 28TH

40 par ticipants

Received 19 Vision Statements so far

• Require through ordinance and development 
standards that streets be placed along both sides 
of the corridor

• Develop as linear park

• City may have to assume some or all 
maintenance for the corridor



End of Presentation


